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SMART Current Affairs Program 2026

Embark on an empowering journey to the top ranks of the UPSC Civil Services exam with
our SMART Current Affairs Program. Current affairs form an integral part of the UPSC
syllabus. With more than 60% of the questions related to current events appearing in
both the Preliminary and Main Examinations directly or indirectly. Therefore, staying
updated about current events is essential to score well in these exams.

S.M.AR.T. Current Affairs Program by Vajiram & Ravi is a comprehensive program that
aims to provide aspirants with a Simple yet Strategic, Multi-dimensional, Advanced and
Adaptive, Resourceful, and Targeted approach to their Current Affairs preparation.

One Expert is Never Enough for UPSC Current Affairs!
That's why we're giving you three.

Abhinav Srivastav
(IIT Roorkee)

Dr. Jayant Parikshit Srivatsan
(1IIM Lucknow, DSE) (Ex-IRS)

Macro analysis and Insights from governance Analytical and data-driven
economic perspectives and public service approach

Current Affairs
Programme 2024
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Phasel Phaselll

Targeted Prelims-Oriented Current Affairs (January to April)

Coverage of current affairs - important for the Prelims Examination.
PYQ based focus on the conceptual and factual aspects of current
issues.

SMART Question Solving Skills: Live in—-class strategies to tackle
tricky MCQs.

Regular tests to assess the aspirants’ preparation.

Targeted Mains-Oriented Current Affairs
(June to August — depending on Mains exam schedule)

Coverage of current affairs - important for the mains Examination.
Integration of the factual and analytical aspects of current issues
with the UPSC static syllabus.

Learn and use current affairs in the Mains answers in the form of
examples, case studies and explanations.

PYQ Analysis and Live in-class Mains answer writing practice of
possible Mains Questions.



Features of the SMART Current Affairs Program

SMART Current Affairs Program has been meticulously curated to redefine UPSC CSE
preparation for aspirants. Thoughtfully created, it has the following distinguishing
features:

I

CLASSES| [ REsouRces

' PRELIMS AND MRAINS READY '|

o Comprehensive Coverage of multiple reliable sources like The Hindy,
Indian Express, Economic Times, PIB, etc. (including Economic Survey,
Budget, Schemes and Indices)

« Interlinkages of Current Affairs with static concepts.

» Understanding the Examiner’'s Mindset to gauge the kind of questions
that might appear in exam.

Resources

» Handouts to support learning, revision and active recall during the exam.
No additional study material required.

 Value Addition through comprehensive diagrams, dimensions, data
points, examples, and case studies—ready to use in your answers.

Prelims and Mains ready

 Prelims problem solving skills based on PYQs to understand the
examiner's mindset.

o Mains Answer-Writing and Answer-Generation Skills to seamlessly
integrate current affairs into your arguments and elevate your Mains
score.




Dynamic Assessment & Feedback
o

e Live MCQ Quiz: Engage in regular, formative assessments through in-class live
MCQ Quiz.

e Fortnightly test: To help the students with regular revision and assessment of
their progress.

e Full-length tests: Comprehensive full-length tests for ultimate exam readiness.

e Mains Phase (Phase II)

e Live Answer writing: Engage in regular answer writing practice in each class to
learn the art of writing high quality arguments and examples directly from the
Faculties of the program.

e Full-length tests: Comprehensive full-length tests for ultimate exam readiness.

Course Details

Phasel
e Course Start date: 17th Jan 2026
e Classes will be conducted 3 times a week.
e Mode: both Online and Offline
e Class duration will be 2.5-3 hours
e Class Handouts and Factsheets for Quick revision
e Live MCQ and PYQ sessions - For interactive learning, every class features MCQs
to reinforce concepts and encourage active participation.
¢ Includes fortnightly tests to track progress and 2 comprehensive full-length tests
for exam readiness.

Phaselll

e Course Start time: will be announced later (Tentative June 2026)

¢ Classes will be conducted ~3 times a week

e Class/video duration will be 2.5-3 hours

e Class Handouts and Value Addition material for high scoring.

e Includes regular Live in-class Answer Writing sessions to track progress for exam
readiness.

e 4 comprehensive Full-length tests will be provided (in Phase 111)

Holistic Preparation: Our program combines the structured rigor of learning with

the flexibility of an adaptive environment, ensuring comprehensive preparation and
equipping you to face the challenges of the exam with confidence.
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Why choose SMART Current Affairs Program?

As a renowned coaching institute for UPSC CSE, Vajiram &
Ravi recognizes that despite a solid understanding of the
static syllabus, certain aspirants encounter challenges in
effectively incorporating and correlating current affairs.
Their struggle lies in seamlessly applying this knowledge
during both the Prelims and Main Examination stages,
hindering their ability to answer questions and discern how
a current issue might be framed as a question.

Prelims Reflections

International Relations
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GS3 - Q9. Terrorism is a global scourge. How has it manifested in India?-\

Elaborate with contemporary examples. What are the counter measures
adopted by the State? Explain.
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GS2 - Q2. Comment on the need of administrative tribunals as compared
to the court system. Assess the impact of the recent tribunal reforms
through rationalization of tribunals made in 2021,

. .

-

P s P i a1 L S

practice o i o ke beem chivabed from the Bar,

ez of the alternative dupote redressal mechorisms.
PRALSA, alowy with other Legol Services Institutions,
crwducts Lok Adalste

Forun share deapobesfesses pendng m the coort of lae
o ot the pre-btiation stase are settled compromised

-

Pt = 3230 Cidl Service dspotes
2 a4 Contral Admimistrative Triboeal
Fart = 3238: Other Tribowails
& gy Imcome T Tribonad, NCLT, SEB Triboral,
MCLAT, RDA, ete.

Wiodaties tihe Thaony of Separation of Poers,

Thy wiokshe the Principle of Matorsl Joestice o5 they
may dheide that metler £x pant,

Thay ére ot bound bo Tolloss procdents, whuck redices
Eh pulblag et

T pusblic: haaring 8 vt alload,

Thiy suffer from & lack of poblicity.

Vicancy affects the efficioncy L cbjectivel of these
insttutions.

Duacisiones of Trivomals sre subjact to appeal i the

S rat | ks et mhich defoabe b

Administrative

Administrative tribomals ane corstiteted with the S2nd
Comstitutional Amendment to Articles 323 and 3238 of the
tecfian Constitution, Momever, the Administrative Tribunal is o

before tham, It is & sign of & welfare state. s many tribuals ane
workin bodow. & reavlabong meckanm it very moch reeded

Wagf Amendment Act -2025

Clearly define “wagl™ s wdf by ang person practicieg

Eslam, for ot Least five years sod ianing oweership of

sach property

Ensuring that the creation of axsaf-alal-solad docs not

linad o the devial of mhertonce rgits to momen.

®  Provdieg the fonctions of the Survey Commissioner i
the Collecter or any cther officer nok belom the rank of
gty Collector, duly nemmated by the Collector

®  Provdiy for 2 broad-besed composition of the Cewtral
W Coumel and the State iuagl Boards snd ensuring
Ehe representotion of Muokm wemen and ron- Muses.

»  Prosadey for the establshment of & seporate Boord of
Fuonad for Boharos ard Rghakinans.

®  Providg for the represestation of Shi, Sons, Bokrs,

Agakbani, and other backioord classss among Mot

Ui = 268 Duties levied by the Union but collecked &
appropriated by States, eg Stamp duties 1 dtas of
e o el £ Sowi e g at e mantaoead i bhe
Usioa Bist

»  Article 268 Servics Tox added by S5™ CAR- 20036
vepailed by YO CAUN = TOMS,

® WA - 26% Taes bevied & collected by Union but

sssignad to the States_ e.g. Tows on sales or porchase

of Goods i coures of inter—gtats trade or commeres.

Terminal Taxes on Goods or Passengers carvied by Rad,

o, Fir e Shiget,

U = 2448 Ly wed collackion of goods sed serdoes

b i coowse of imber-Stats trade or commerca UGST)

s Ban shall b apportioned betieen the Union and the

Stekes on the recommendations of the Goods and

/GSE - Q114 - Examine the evolving pattern of Centre-State financial relationsin
the context of planned development in India. How far have the recentreforms
impacted the fiscal federalism in India?

*  Sugreme Couet Mo Judge Constitution Bench of Dr.
(= C'Mm’-n‘hw’. T, held that m.ﬁ"ﬂ ]
Cantral

o M2 Swdawnmer ¢ Co v, State of Anshra
Pradesh, (M5, The Logalstive pouser Lo tin mineral
wight weits ith the Stste begrslstires, Daramert docs
e b Ut Lo ralating Eometende b Ui mrerad rephts

Backgroumd

® Begelstion of mines el minersl decelopment s
emuenerated urder both the Union List and the State bt
- wvacted the Maes ood  Minarals

Services Tax Coumeil

® U = 270k Tues bevied § d d 6
States. It is on the recommardation of the Faance
Commission,

= UJA - 27k Sercharge on certain dieties | Loes for the
prowieries off the Unice,

» LA = 273 Grasts i Bew of export dety on jete © jote
prodects. (Fassm, Bk, Cidaha | Dot Bregal)

= WA= 25 tha Liwkon to
roiging levels of administration of Schedoled aress o
promokion of welfare of Sohadoled Trites, (Schadole
WA Shates)

- m««nnﬂum&rwnﬂ:mwli

D eriopmant and Begulation) Fct, MET (HMDE fet)
providen that the holder of o miming lease shall ooy
wingilty in reipet of oy miwerdl vemieed or Comimed
Trioem the leased soea af the specified rates.

&l the bedia Camant case, & Bawnch of thin
Cowrt hald that rogalty i tas, and the State legalatores.
lack compet onca 5 Levyg biues o mineval Fights besiose
the kit - matber i covered by the MIMOR At

®  Later in Ume, i State of (et Sengal v. Kesories
Aty L 6 2008, & Comstitotion Banch of this Couwrt
thaled that the decison in inda Coment mpnal shemmed

B s b i, sl bl e s i




Identifying important current affairs for UPSC CSE Prelims and Main Examination.

e Avoiding the deluge of current affairs material and focusing on quality over
quantity.

¢ Understanding the UPSC current affairs question pattern and the difference
between news and issues. (News talks about an incident while Issues focus on
ideas)

e Analyzing and establishing connections between the forward and backward
linkages of a current affairs topic.

e Covering and connecting current affairs with the static syllabus.

» Adopting an active and engaging approach rather than a passive and superficial
one

How will our SMART Current Affairs Program help you?

We understand that students face difficulties in recalling or remembering current
affairs/news that they regularly watch on YouTube channels and other such sources. The
SMART Current Affairs Program by Vajiram & Ravi offers the solution to this problem. The
program follows a multi-dimensional approach towards current affairs, which means
that it covers all aspects of current affairs, including political, economic, and social
events. This comprehensive approach ensures that you receive multi-level guidance that
covers all aspects of your preparation, including time management and exam strategy.

1 Structured Approach

Divided into separate phases, our Current affairs program provides a structured and
organised approach to cover the diverse range of Current Affairs for Prelims, Mains and
Interview stages of examination.

2 Focused Coverage

The program focuses on the specific requirements of the UPSC exam, covering current
affairs topics related to politics, economics, science, technology, environment,
international relations, and more.

3 Time Efficiency

Scouring multiple newspapers, magazines, and online sources for current affairs
information can be time-consuming. Our dedicated Current Affairs program streamlines
this process, saves time and ensures comprehensive coverage of current affairs under
one single program.
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4 Integration with Syllabus

The program adopts an integrated approach, correlating current affairs with the static
portions of the UPSC syllabus. This helps aspirants understand the interconnections
between current events and broader subjects.

5 Improve MCQ solving skills

The regular MCQ tests within class hours will help aspirants assess their retention and
knowledge of current affairs.

6 Improve Main Answer Writing Skills

Our Current Affairs program has been designed to impart the skill of seamlessly
incorporating current affairs into the static syllabus when writing your answers in the
UPSC Main Examination for GS Paper-|, I, I, and IV.

7 Boosts Essay and Interview Preparation

Being well-versed in current affairs is essential for essay writing and interview rounds. Our
program aims to help aspirants develop the depth of knowledge needed to tackle these
stages effectively.

8 Confidence and Clarity

Regularly attending our current affairs classes will boost confidence in one's knowledge
of current events and provide clarity on complex issues. This confidence is advantageous
for all stages of the UPSC CSE Examination.

9 Suitable for all Aspirants

Tailored for both fresher and senior aspirants, our program is uniquely structured. It not
only enhances understanding for freshers but also equips seniors with the skills to
integrate current affairs seamlessly into problem-solving during exams. Therefore,
ensures a comprehensive approach for all, addressing the specific needs of each
aspirant.
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Scan to Watch

Helped UPSC Toppers 2024

Real Stories. Real Ranks. Real Results.

Shakti Dubey
AIR1

Priyanshu Agrawal
AIR 123
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