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(Answer guestions in NOT MORE than the word limit specified for each in
the parenthesis. Content of the answer is more important than its length.)

1. Discuss how the tussle between various organs of the state reflects tensions between
the doctrine of separation of powers and the need for checks and balances in Indian
democracy. lllustrate with case laws. (10 marks, 150 words)
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2.

dredl

“The anti-defection law was envisaged to curb unethical political defection but has
ended up centralising power within party leadership”. Examine the implications of

this trend on federalism and intra-party democracy.
(10 marks, 150 words)
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3. Allowing a candidate to be declared automatically elected without facing a poll not
only violates the principle of free and fair elections but also strikes at the root of the
citizen’s fundamental democratic night to support or reject a candidate. Argue.

——__hﬂ marks, 150 words)
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4. “The right to property, although not a fundamental right, its deprivation must still
follow due process of law.” Discuss the statement in light of the recent Supreme

Court’s directions on demolition protocols and the principles of natural justice.
(10 marks, 150 words)
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5. Despite its_transformative intent, the implementation of the provisions of the
Panchayats (Extension to the Scheduled Areas) Act, 1996 ( PESA) has remained
uneven and inconsistent across states. Comment. s
(10 marks, 150 words)
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6. How can India reconcile the need for gender sensitivity with the demand for
gender neutrality in its legal system to achieve truc substantive equality?
i i
(T0O marks. 150 words)
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7. “The one-size-fits-all approach to policymaking often ignores India’s regional
"'--—-—'l"'_'___-
heterogeneity”. Discuss the implications of centralized governance on state-lével

autonomy and inclusive development. (10 marks, 150 words)
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8. The Unified Pension Scheme (UPS) secks to integrate fragmented pension
systems _across sectors. Critically evaluate its potential to ensure inclusivity and
——— —————

social security. (10 marks, 150 words)
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9. The growing focus on multipolarity has kept BRICS relevant in an evolving

world order. Examine the strategic significance of BRICS for [ndia and the Global
South. (10 marks, 150 *ords)
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10. Analyze how the recent crisis in Bangladesh impacts India-Bangladesh relations
and India’s Neighbourhood First Policy.

(10 marks, 150 words)
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11. The constitutional status of State Election Commissions (SECs) has not translated
into real functional independence. Discuss the impact of this institutional weakness

on the functioning of local self-governments in India.

(15 marks, 250 words)
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12. Explaintheconceptof cohabitatipn’inthe French semi-presidential system. Analyse
why India’s parliamentary system structurally prevents such an arrangement. What

lessons, if any, can India draw from the French experience?
R (15 marks, 250 words)
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13. “Absence of timelines for granting assent under Article 200 enables constitutional

subversion.” Do you agree? Justify your answer.

(15 marks, 250 words)
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14. Evaluate the role of the Legal Services Authority in ensuring equal access to legal
aid for underprivileged sections of society. What are the key 1‘gth:msmo

(15 marks, 250 words)
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15. While the Public Accounts Committee (PAC) is often seen as the conscience-
keeper of Parliament, it faces structural and political constraints. Critically
assess the committee’s effectiveness in ensuring transparency and accountability
in public financial management. (15 marks, 250 words)
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16. Digital health is not just a technological solution but a governance imperative.”
In light of India’s initiatives like Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM)
and CoWIN, examine how digital infrastructure can strengthen universal health
coverage. (15 marks, 250 words)
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17. Does the lateral entry reform in civil services strike the right balance between

efficiency and accountability? Examine. (1£ marks, 250 words)
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18. Informal pressure groups often act as early warning systems in democratic societies.
Assess their role n safeguarding public interest.

. (15 marks, 250 words)
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19. The India-Russia relationship is rooted in Cold War solidarity but faces strategic
inertia in a fast-changing multipolar wvorld. Examine whether this bilateral

relationship needs a Erat;rmatu, reset. (15 marks, 250 words)
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20. The evolving “Great Game™ in the Arctic has opened new frontiers of strategic
competition. Discuss its implications for India’s energy security, sgientific
diplomacy, and multilateral engagement.

(15 marks, 250 words)
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