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(Answer questions in NOT MORE than the word limit specified for each in
the parenthesis. Content of the answer is more important than its length.)

1. Ancient rock-cut caves are great examples of religious harmony. Illustrate using
examples from Southern and Western India. (10 marks / 150 words)
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2. The Gupta period marked a shift in the position of women in Indian society when
compared 1o carlier times. Evaluate. ~ (10 marks / 150 words)
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3. “The pen was as mighty as the sword in India’s struggle for freedom.” Discuss the
impact of art and literature in resisting colonial rule. (10 marks / 150 words)
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4. What are Western disturbances? Explain their role in influencing the weather

patterns of northern Tndia. (10 marks / 150 words)
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5. Describe artesian aquifers and state the geoleglcal and environmental conditions

necessary for their formation. (10 marks / 150 words)
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6. How do ENSO, IOD (Indian Ocean Dipole), and MJO (Madden-Julian Oscillation)
interact to influence the Indian monsoon system? (10 marks / 150 words)
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7. What are shallow-focus earthquakes? Discuss the factors responsible for their
frequent occlirrence 1n the Tndo-Gangetic plain. mords)
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8. “India’s unity is often said to be sustained by its diversity.” Discuss with reference
to the key features of Indian society that foster This Uity
(10 marks / 150 words)
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9. Explain how globalisation has led to the erosion of regional languages in India
and what steps™an be taken to preserve them. (10 marks / iS{} words)
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10. Discuss the potential socio-political implications of implementing a nationwide
caste census. (10 marks / 150 words)
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11. “India’s pre-modern kingdoms evolved sustainable water management systems
suited to regional ecological conditions.” Examin‘gmm‘a to the
contributions of the'Cholas and the Vijayanagara Empire.

(15 marks / 250 words)
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12. Was the transition from August Offer to Mountbatten Plan a reflection of India’s
growing political maturity and British imperial decline? Discuss.

(15 marks / 250 words)
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13. The French Revolution was not merely a reaction to recent events but also the
outcome of prolonged structural imbalances and social discontent. Explain.
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14. Evaluate the geophysical drivers behind ocean circulation systems and
their implications for marine biodiversity and monsoonal variability.
= (15 marks 7 250 words)
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15. What are marine heatwaves? Examine the causes of the increasing frequency of
marine heatwaves. How do they influence the onset of the summer monsoon in
India? (15 marks 7250 words)
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16. The Eastern Himalayan and Northeastern region of India holds immense strategic
and ecological value. Comment on its resource potential and highlight the
constraints affecting its effective utilisation. T (15 marks/ 250 words)
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17. Explain the regional variation in desertification trends across India. What impact
does it haveon food security? (15 marks / 250 words)
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18. The phenomenon of ‘livability atrophy’ in Indian cities reflects the widening gap

between urban expansion and quality of life. Examine the causes and consequences
of this trend, and suggest measures to make urban growth more humane and
sustainable. (15 marks / 250 words)
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19. Define transnationalism and examine the factors that have led to the increasing
global interconnectedness of diaspora communities. (15 marks / 250 words)
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20. With urban flood events rising, examine how unplanned urban expansion amplifies
- climate risk. Suggest long-term and institutional measures to build resilient urban
infrastructure. (15 marks / 250 words)
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